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“The original punk parent zine.”
—Ariel Goxe, Hip Hana
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Issue Five
Part 2
Discipline

<N

The Fitves Gene Ry (5 av a Hemp? 47 pod (é’h/z:uﬂ:) {o TARE o AlFexuatin
ARt s CoMrunicatip s Matwe o). TASr 2ine v “ho Lelus A JPARe ST oA
ALt Chddresr (L lerating. LT fe contRibvte ©

ssuekive : Wipleyers

G theee pant +hivs) L

—

J_—— ——

Last week, a chitd abouE Zo Finn beven waa‘ﬁit in the erossfine and
she died, She. had feen rlaying on the sidewalk when two men stanted
to aague and shoi at each other, hititing hew, That was on the otherside
of Ztown. But  just fwo Llocks £ronm my house, anothen pointless death
happened fast month. Three kids, ages Zifteen and one thirntesn, deai
o death o young man with Ais own fasebafl Lut. Some khids faom thein
achood stood around and chanted, "kid?, kill, kiff,”. Noi Zoo fong ago,
@ simitar thing happened. People sat in feont of ithe Zelivision with
glee, shouiting™kick ass Anerica, Americos numfern one”
the Bomls drop on Trag.

aé ithey watched

So, fecauce of stuff Like 1his, I decided Lésue five would fe alout
undenstanding some causes of viofence and suggesiing ideas on child-

radlsing thet would neduce violfence in this soeciely.

TASSveFive,

Mozt Modern institutions in our Country today teach it 35 wrong to hit
children and recomend other forms of dicipline. The "Gilmartin Report®
says that children who are spanked tend to be nervous and be slower in
learning things, that harsh punishment leadsg 0 & decrease in family com-
unication and is strongly associated wi;g_ﬁgg_ggzglgpmggt of 2 low self
imege in children, That violence begets more violence. But on the othet -
hand, it can also create chronic rassivity in children, a "fellower® mene
tatity, :

But the "progressive" diseipline recomended over spanking tends to be
a kind of mindfuck instead, It is intended to get similiar results through
ereating an established order around the person, the atmosphere of sub-
mission, This mind contrell is always backed up of course, ultimately
with ferce if the first technique fails, Franz Fanen was the person I
read which szig something like that. He added in colonial countries,
the agents of government speak the language of pure force, after he
said Americans are mindfucked into being controlled, and it is a light-
er task that way. Stil] as T leok arcund me, seeing children being hit
everyday, it would appear the lower classes g+ill use Physical punish-
ment over rationdlizations, As Colin Ward suggesta, the child born inte
the lowest secial bracket has everything stacked against him ineluding
his rarents' prineiples of child upbringing,
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BELOW

“Discipline is a branch of Religion. Lack of trust in
ones own self; an outside force will compel gooadness
and truth.”

—A. 8. Neill

“A child leamns quick, from the hatred they find. The
children are bred with your pain. Soon they’ll destroy,
your domain.”

—Septic Death

Punishment:
There'’s Never A Need To Punish Children!

If one wantad to not just prevent abuse but
actually do good for a child, one would suspend
all punishment. There is no reason to punish
children. Time-out (making a child sit on a chair
by her/himself to think over what s/he has deme
wrong) is as different from spanking as wage-slav-
ery is from bond-glavery. Different all rfight. But
not good enough, not freedom. Time-outs are
mefficient and they operate on the same principles
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Sabrind.Jones, World War III

as spanking: to guide a child through fear and obe-
dience. What constructive pattern does it teach?

I was reading a paper from a college student
who volunteered at 2 woman’s shelter where she
watched children. She wrote that discipline was
the only part of her job with the kids that made
her uncomfortable but that it was necessary and
done in the peaceful method of Time-outs in order
to proiect evervone’s security. The children, many
victims of domestic violence, were told that this
was a safe place. Yet I feel the two examples she
gave of using this form of discipline could have
been handled much befter.

One reason she gave time out was to a child
who wouldn’t share crayons, after she told him
that everyvone must share. This is ridiculous to
me. To dominate someone into sharing when true
sharing comes from a honest feeling to do so—not
because someone higger makes you.

Another reason she gave to use time-out was
because a child hit another child. When you
remove a child to be punished by sitting on a chair
by itself, you can bet that child is not going to be
feeling compassion or sorry thai it hurt another.
No, most likely the child will feel z little angry at
you for putiing it there. The child hasn’t learned a
better way to deal with conflict and probably will
go on feeling justified in it’s aggressive actions.
You have tobbed the child of the oppertunity to
learnn and feel compassion and tried instead to
make fear of punishment by a higher power the
motivation to not hurt cothers. In addition, you
have reinforced the lesson that the most import-
ant thing is just not to get caught, not that you
shouldn’t do things that hurt others.

I would prefer to treat this incident as a fact of
life and just deal with it. For example: we were at
the playground and my daughter wanted to play
with a slightly angry older boy who was building
sand structures. She came up to him and he was
not receptive to her. He threw sand at her. My fizst
reaction was to let them deal with it themselves.
She throws sand back. He then takes a lot of sand
and ihrows it at her face and into her eyes. She
cries out in pain. “Oh Clover”, I crouch by her
side with one arm around her and my other hand
wiping the sand out of her eyes, nose, and mouth
untl she is all cleaned up. [ comfort her until she
feels better. The boy watches this. Then I turn to
him, “The sand hurt her.” She sees me tell the boy
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this. She resumes playing in the sand, this time he
doesn’t bug her. She doesn’t get as close to him
but in the course of the next hour of enjoyable
play in the sand they sometimes comment o each
other and look at the structures each other build.
1 give the boy a little attention, because a little is
about all he wants from me, over the pyramids he
is building. When we leave we wave goodbye to
him and I sense that he is slightly less angry then
when we arrived; he’s had a2 good time in the
sand; and no one has attacked him and blamed
him for things. He obviously must be having a
hard time so I feel it is important for us to be calm
and decent o him.

The children were able to resume their play,
troubles were moved through. He had the oppor-
tunity, to perhaps, feel compassion for what his
actions caused in Clover. He saw my nurturing
behavior rather than my first reaction to be with
punishment, telling him he was bad, and the
extraction of my child. Children need to deal with
the realities of conflict. They have us on their side
looking out for them but one day they will be on
their own with no parents to intervene. The sad
thing is when small incidents are treated with big
reactions. The situation I just described to you is
common, many pioblems are on this scale. Can
vou start to see why I believe in completely sus-
pending punishment?

My motivation is parental love and to get
results. I learned how to handle this playground
problem by watching another parent’s reaction to
a similar incident when my daughter was younger
(a toddler) and the situation was reversed. She
pulled another toddler down three feet to the
ground, as she scrambled to get over him and up
the monkey bars. The parent comforted their child
and then told my daughter how falling had burt
him. Obviously, from the look on her face, she did
think about the harm that she had caused when
she saw his tears. What is more, as they played
together, she never did that to him again. She was
bigger than him and had learned about her own
strength. (Toddlers can act with a youthful egotism
and not be aware of consequences of their actions
on others. This is what we help them learn.)
Meanwhile we didn’t treat the smaller child as
more fragile than he was. He was comforted and
able to resume his playing and was fine. Kids take
their bumps and mishaps in stride. That is how

it is with litile kids on the playground. My child
was that Iittle when she was hurt senselessly by
older childrer once in a while. But you must deal
with the situation and not completely shelter your
child. Let them step out on their own a littfe bit.
As a whole, I believe there could be a lot less vio-
lence in our culture, yet we have to deal with the
reality of it.

Violent Physical Ferce: Culturally Unacceptahle

If spanking children was culturally unaccept-
able, adults who go over the accepted amount of
physical punishment and land their children in the
hospital, would know it’s not ever alright to hit
chitdren, so the line of a spanking and a beating
would not be as easily slipped over.

I’'ve read that corporal punishment is devoid
of constructive education value, since it cannot
ptovide a semse of security and non-arbitrary
authority. Rarely, if ever, is corporal punishment
administered for the benefit of the child, for it
serves the immediate needs of the attacking aduft
who is secking relief from his uncontroflable anger
and stress. Physical attack by an adult on a weak
child is not a sign of strength!

Not a day goes by that I don’t hear something
of the likes of “I'm going to bust your ass” or “If
you don’t be good for grandma she will give you
a beating” No—Ilaugh the children—We will run
away. It is just normal threats and doesn’t even
scare the kids; its not even uttered with malice.

Yet I can see it is a major preoccupation for
children, as in their games they often reenact
adult’s treatment of them. They gather together
and beat a doll—saying it has been bad. Then
when they see me they suddenly stop and hug the
doll, calling it good. They talk of good, bad, and
monsters often.

Spanking perpetuates dependence on spanking
for discipline. The child will run carelessly in the
absence of the person who spanks it, the child will
not listen to words of warming or common sense.
This I see just from my own experience. You have
lost the oppertunity to reason with each other.

When I was in Jamaica, I saw a child whose
mother sells fruit in the market playing around
and annoying a passerbyer when the man goes to
whack the child in annoyance. The child crouched
and picked up a stone to hurl at him. Then the
man picked the child up in the air and was going



to beat him—the boy’s mother wasn’t there to
defend him. It all escalated so fast I was yet to
urter a word when a Rastafarian came forth and
pulled the boy back down. He said “Don’t hit the
chiid, you are like the white slave master beating
a slave in days of old. Reason with him.”

Stories Of Qur Past

How much do we define ourselves from the
stories our parents told us about what we were
like as children? A man who was heaten for
breaking the television as a child, says he believes
children need to be velled and spanked so they
can learn right from wrong. A girl is told that she
never was any good—and wonders if it's true.
A woman told me she always has gotten mad a
lot—she threw many temper tantrums ds a child.
“Well, you were just strong willed,” I say. My child
is strong willed. But I don’t ever really remember
her throwing temper tantrums, noi kicking on the
iloor and all that. Of course I've seen her rage
and she’s cried a lot. But if I was saying no to her
needs and not respecting her she would have lots
of frustrated temper tantrums.

Many people do not know they contain
self-motivation for they have never been given
the opportunity. They think the authority of their
parents saved them from getting in trouble, and
therefore, from their experiences, they will use
authority over their children.

Every Mother Is A Single Mother
Don’t put all the blame on mothers when they
yank the little opes arm up and pull him along
from the “magical crack in the sidewalk filled with

life he was exploring. A verbal barrage of abuse
sputtering from her wicked lips, possibly scarring
him for eternity, robbing him of all of the precious
wonder found in every tiny human life.” (As I read
in a children’s rights publication)

Yes, I have heard a mother call her kid a brat
for kicking a clod of snow; another tell her son
that “You can’t get through this life without a beat-
ing, you have to learn right from wrong” as she hit
him for getting tired on a bus ride.

Bui I have also been there. Been a mother as
well as a child. Have you? And it hurts like hell to
be twmed into a bitch, hurting your child on top
of the hurt you feel for being in an overwhelming
situation.

I don’t think the abuse done to children can be
lessened until there is more supp'ort for mothers in
this society and responsibility taken for inclhiding
the children in this society.

Class-Conscience Children’s Liheration

Once you believe in respecting a child’s
decisions and in laying off them—you find there
is more to it than just a frame of mind and getiing
the old harmful patterns you grew up with out
of your soul. You find your environment may be
making you acl in ways you don’t want to and
giving you stress. If you don’t have the money to
buy respect, space, and attention for your kids—
you're out of luck. If you do have that kind of
money you should consider the walled garden
you're living in and that we are all in this together
and affect each other. Of course I am talking about
the city living that I am familiar with. Here in
Baltimore, Head Start programs for poor kids have




been cut completely in the summer and reduced
to half days in the fall. I really wonder what I am
supposed to do about Clover’s environment. A
friend told me that the ratio of funding for a rich
white school in the county compared to a poor
inmner city black school is 6 to 1. Their schools get
six times as much funding, while even in South
Africa the ratio is 3 to 1. So you don’t have to look
far for apartheid, do you?

I've read A. S. Neill—saying “I agree, I agree”
but I can’t let both of us be free. I can’t when she
is screaming at me in the supermarket and when I
am tired walking home. I can’t when she demands
more than I can give and keeps me from writing.
It seems then that she is oppressing me although

1 know it’s not her fault. And then I'm oppressing
her. 1 think I have it a lot better because [ am in
the “subculture”. Some people have said, “How
can I let my child run free when vou know the
meortality rates for yvoung inner city black bovys like
my own?” A. 5. Neill was working in a privileged
situation, but children’s liberation ideals still work
for us here, its just everyone’s specific problems
must be dealt with. When we talk of chang-
ing how we raise our children and of changing
society to be more just and inclusive, we cannot
ignore the differences in class, gender and race.
We are not all alike, and we de not all have the
same amount of privilege—this is important to
recognize as we set about the task to make this
a move free and less violent world, for everyone.
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Sunshine

(EYS TO A HEATLTHY IMMUNE SYSTEM

fresh
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CLLEAN

WATER,
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PLENTY OF FRESH FRUITS AaND VoGTABLES

EAT WHOLE , NATURAL FOODS A5 MUCH AS POSSISLE, FRESH; IN SEASON, ORGANIC AND
AN EMPAASIS ON GREEN LEAFY VEGTABLES. EAT RAW OR SLIGIATLY STEAMED.

WHOLE GRAINS NO DAIRY NO FACTORY FARMED MEAT
(INTERPRETING SYMPTONS OF PESTICIDE POISONING AS "IHAT BUG GOING AROUND" HAS BEEN

JFLICATED IN A NUMBER OF SERIOUS DISEASES SUCH AS CANCER AND MENTAL ILLNESS. ON FOR |
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{(kVOID SUGAR : REFINED SUGAR CONSUMPTICON WEAKENS THE IMMUNE SYSTEM AND HAS BEEN | GDING
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30 YRS|E
PID ALCOHOL, TOBBACCO,COFFEE. GET ADEQUATE REST AND EXERCISE. 1

IbID DRUGS AND VACINATIONS WHEN POSSIBLE.

HAPPINESS WILL BOOST YOUR RESISTANCE TO DRISEASE,

TAKE SUPPLIMENTS AS NEEDED:GARLIC,AFRLFA,VITAMIN C, ECT.
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