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SOME AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL REFLECTIONS, OR: A CASE IN POINT
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wing up I may have been more fortunate than most little girls, since my mother had
e fession. She didn't just wash pots. My father, too, respected her for her real
5 prots__a fine wit and an extraordinary sympathetic intelligence. And yet our lives
cater haped by two predominating facts; first, that my mother's work was understood
gl gort of high-quality diversion, and that my father's was really the work that
Con-s g-—second, that my father and me were the real centers of my mother's life.
yieaselingPoing ;ﬁ?gtsas because - for reasons I will never quite understand - my mother was terribly
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¥EI.E.C.HAA..éé£i£é.éé.....-...... ,,,,, i ST R S, ..........6 bruSn remember the tense rage, which I was unable to understand or to express-- fury
e Mary n mpany 1 S SR G GO U AR s T.ca overpowering love, and at the uncertainty my mother felt at im-
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her will upon me in any way, even to the trivial matter of making me stand
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Sandy Barnert.......... 0 BAE o A St, Abby Rockefeller, I defied I réformed with grand vindication, and out of defiance at the world for
: A0 TEE | e R TR ek 029510 1ishment gn me the definition of limited being: a timid, crouching animal in skirts.
ANNOUNC‘NG foisting upated, for a while, the arbitrary yet malevolent conjunction of X chromosomes
rhus, I negde me what I was. I wore torn blue jeans and high black sneakers and walked

thaﬁ hagwggger. I played football and climbed trees- this without defiance but simply
with @

1ack of inclination- found dolls intollerably boring.
from

; the day when I told my father: "Don't call me Ellen; I'm Ellis." There
‘ 1 rememberthe morning when I quite deliberately threw away my jeans and put on a dress-
2 father remarks, putting a cliche that places a rather wrong emphasis on the
e: "I never had a worry about you; you were always clothes conscious, you

whole scens-a real girl.") That afternoon I said to Andy Geddes, who came habitually |
! were a}wayto my house to fetch me to play football: "I am not going to play football 3
’ and daily I am now a girl.® "Gee whiz!" said Andy, his eyes widening in disbelief,
anym '1ly mean that?" He was awed, cowed: I had defeated his expectations. I
nyou read w whether many little girls go through this business; probably I represent
don't kno ation of the usual disease. But defeating expectations was through out my
t?f a year or so after ccllege, a constant pattern. By turns I accepted the
1ife un oles society expected me to fill; when I accepted them, however, I subtly
rejectedhg tables— as in my announcement to Andy- exploiting them for their shock
turne twhen T was "a girl", in the world's definition of that, I was "a girl" with
d a twist. "You are thus and such," said the world. "Oh no I'm not,"
yenged r at least not in the way you think I am..." Notice that this pattern is
said I, Ot as a sexual trait, but is observable rather in people whose societies
common nihem by means of stereotyped images of what they are expected to be. Ralph

\ also Cam
| (Today MY

oppress, Invisible Man includes in its last chapters a character named Rinehart.
NEW ENGLAND REG‘ONAL gllison s.s 3 figure from the ghetto: con man, lover of women, pimp, numbers racketeer,
FEMALE L'BE A Rinehart land plack. He is both rind and heart; both appearance and the real thing,
F NCE T'ON reach Jr.’IOf disguises and identities as well.
L] aste
CON ERE AY.O"'& of double vision- realizing the world's expectations of you but cheating on
EMMANUEL COLLEGE OBOST This sort n't really work outside of fiction. (And in fact it may not have worked
CJVJ them- @ esrt. his symbolic name points more to ambiguities than to certainties). I can
! for rineha@ tﬁis fact, anyway. There were basic and inalterable realities: I couldn't
for I"FOVMO.‘th\ call: 491-122) (‘43“' restify tother'S worship of my father--he was all knowing, calm, balanced in sure
H4S-6OTS , 491-074 8 : 331' defy ™ MO With the most innocent of gestures, a humorous curve of the lips, a mild
decislons&ard of the hand--oh: ever so slightly, so mildly deprecating! He could
OR WRITE -- 16 LEXINGTON ayg gave @o other in the expression of an opinion to coy confusion, to a charming

CAMBRIDGE, MASS reduce my ghildlike jokes, nonsense rhymes made off the cuff to deflect the humiliatlon
ga i of ent. We all laughed, and the moment passed. I was left, however, with the
of the moTedge that I must prove myself perfect in mind and understanding, that I might
gure knoWy father and be admired for what I was--for what my mother wasn't.
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in Greenwich Village, WOM EN

the shops filled with girls' long hair,
where our class turns on,

is a square of freedom,

pastry, policemen, and costumes

from the huge jail above it
screams cross through the traffic,
the sainthood of my other sisters
driven off their streets

I, too, in my home town
loiter where I feel natural
and my sex gets picked up also
by radar--balls of a cop

they smoke under new signs
put up always for me,

stare until they have me wanton,
and warn me of some man with a gun

if we scream that we are pure of heart

they only come better
BY WeNDY TOWNER
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‘Adolescence: occasional bursts of almost f
hostility emerged. I was either harshly g
through a stage," at the end of which I would be

and rationalized, boxed, wrapped, packaged ang s

parents, teachers, the world of adults. 7
a lot of hormones set loose in a process at
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masculinity, sexuality=feminity- I excelleg ut
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a vengeance. I mastered methodologies ang .
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succeeded both in the eyes of my family ang m
angry: angry that I Ladn't thought my oy, o
my own work. Angry that I was caught comin
in a more explorative way, methodologieg wa
or feeling, A's wouldn't have come my way uld h
the only course open to me would be-: ’
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FUNCTIONS i THEORYann PRACTICE

alked a lot about the material oppression of women in our society, and

allet - : :
e havis anying chauvinist ideology which is spread and maintained through our

he accomp 3 : 1
abogtu; socializing institutions. I have been trying recently to think about some
Ve nctions which that sexual caste system performs for a capitalist society

of the f;is paper I wan* to talk briefly about what I think some of those functions

210 lnot the one hand, it seems to me that chauvinist attitudes have a psychological
anes nand momentum of their own (just as a racist ideology has), which persist
1mpetgs ally and beyond the original conditions which produced them. ©On the other
irratlonthizk that the ruling classes of capitalist societies continue today to have
fiand e d material need to keep women in an inferior and exploited position, and
T agheir efforts to do that have increased rather than decreased in certain

i E:Ct Here are some of the ways I think the system uses us, then:

areas.

s st female oppression can simply yield a higher rate of exploitation. Obviously,

;) Fliscén keep women in a special position, you can pay them less for their labor.
;gigoworks in two ways:
rent pay for the same work. '
ssigning of menial tasks to women. (A much lower pay scale for menial
if those who must do it are different--sexually, racially,

The inequity is somewhat disguised.)

a)Diffe
b) The a

is possible
Zgiﬁiéalﬁy-—from the rest of the work force.

and a little on the last point, this is a great way to keep the working
2) To ng middle-class students, for that matter) divided and crippled.
class
king men often fail to see their non-working wives as important allies

a) o= (e.g., Salt of the Earth, a flick everyone should see if she

in their fight.

'+ already.) _
g?;grﬁing men fail to see working women as equal members of trade union battles,

as sisters worthy of defense. (Just as white work-rs often fail to rgcognlze
ik fight for the grievances of black workers in their shop.) Then, predictably
oL 13 the women (like black workers) often end up resenting the male workers
enougtﬁan they do the boss. A friend of mine who works in the same goddam
oss nion shop as her husband writes:
non-u this plant sure likes to

"Wwell, Fran, run things their way. EIli and all
the men got a weeks paid vacation and Christmas bonus, but I dldn't: Do
ou know why? Because I am a woman...They have the women and men fighting
each other as who is going to get the most pay."

ing women in the home as housewives and babysitters, a great deal of needed

BY keepé ge for free, that is, these jobs and the labor which performs them are
ok hZ market. Concommitantly, the household workers are kept atomized and
kept off t objectively speaking, of course, this form of organization is 1rrat10n§l
isolated-ndously wasteful of human energies (more wasteful, even, it may be than 1R
and tr?m?tive societies, where more of these tasks are accomplished co;lectlvely)élstic
any P lmlrms of profit and control, I think it may be that this essentially anarchl
But lndisidualized arrangement works out better for the ruling class.

in "
E e as a really handy and sizeable part of the reserve army of the unempliéEd°
servnvenient feature is their adaptibility: when they are unemployed they @
- ggvisible. Whenever they are not needed on the labor market, they areh "

rbed back into the anarchic household structure I described before (tha b
clie they are attached to a nuclear family--which is, therefore, very 1mpor
s long ?i times of emergency (e.g., World War II), they can be called into the
Bt ;ile temporary alternate arrangements are made for child care and house-
5 (In fact, during World War II for the first time American women were
tasks: trual periods didn't have to immobilize them several days 2

their mens 2 R R nts.
ty were given exercises, etc., SO they could work in the munitions plan

The




Male Chauvinism continued... 4

Of course, there had been working women all

al ith ; ; 5 2
selves the hard way, or suffered.) ©hg who either found this our for them

As part of this general strategy, women are ke i : s
: F Pt in a ma i tion
in the hired work force. They are often fireq first, (fg;g;ldgg?tpizgzrtguzuggz;t 2

family"). They are often encouraged or for i
time work (with no fringe benefits, of courgz? i oL et than P

hetpful fluidity in the labor force for the men gﬁéshiigagggmipt guarantees a certalin
ire.

5) Women serve as consumers, too, and the re ;
differences helps boost domestic consumptign.Seiﬁ?:lgﬁngzigiagitional.Seﬁ;;giigly
comes inc

important as the capitalist economy advan Y
new markets. Ces and suffers a growing pressure to find

a)Sex differentiation in consumer

3 ! Products : .
B e S ) s consumption (e T

- F exes g e boug wice

externally in stereotyped,'sowciinkes couz29ed to lanorate their differences
women are OFf the job marbet mnd roifPLUS OF consumey morncr 900S:  obers of
chores which have been rendereq less primarily Only’for gouseh01d chores~
nological changes. With incregas ?XhauStlng and sometimes shorter by tech~

for advertising. Concommitan ; ime, theg ets
feelings of uselessness which Eégﬁltnfan effort to St:vzogi? ggiegg;dazzrghe
bili?y, women (in proportion tg thei Tom this qimin-4 A
appliances and products which will r 1ngome lev
household chores they've been left ;ompllcate,

of woman's place is in the ho ith.

el) eagerly seek and acquire
€laborate, ang glamorize the

me hel SaSYeko = ideology
of wasteful and frustrated--byut bS to Perpetuate and Sigpgiz :Ee;g patterns

. rofitable-
part or full time, feel presgy ; €--consy :
to prove that they are stil] ag:gugtto these samemggégﬁ. tWomen who do gg;iisely
€ as women ; mption patterns

in
c)Women consume in their ro the h

: le as )
I think one of the main rea Sex-ob+

e
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11 as in that of homemaker-

maintaining traditional "feminin: inc :
lnin "o Yeasin 5 ‘
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the price. a i R 9 a we . consu i this s
ol ) Meny industries have & . Man--yey mption fford

: achie i g a
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Women £pom S anxiety ang absorption with thed

thi ]
Cc 1s
tor of the econorn]w;lnd—Set would be to destroy

cissism and neurosis, in in
own appearance. To liberat
the market for a grcwing se

-

6) Perhaps another way that women ag
their function as symbol for the soc? JTOUp proye us : :
L (1 ety at large, ;ful 1n capitalist society 1

S€e two main ways this bap

g in

a)It seems to me that increa pelet

energies in asocial ang priv are

5 jve

is suggested, alloweq, and GDCOurd Yays, ang t§238§ to release their Creathich

and channeling of drives, what aiqe imply thln fact the primary way Zowing
Cuse caly at of f : is nar

s " - fucking. This

1ibiqo," focuses in on the bare
faction, and release of potent SeXual faep - SPressivye desublimation of

Singl

at12ey People
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the criticism and challenge oiit Y ChanHElin lmage of Noni bedonas an o
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Male Chauvinism continued...

still be repressive and lousy. But my point is that women get an especially
raw deal in the situation as it now stands.)

b) The second way I see women being used in a capitalist symbology is less

as the lush vagina than as the inviolable maidenhead; and in this manifestation
they usually occur in more straight political propaganda. We should think
more about this, but it seems to me that the successes scored in stirring

up pre-war sentiment by all these gory World War I vostcards of Austrians
raping helpless Italian virgins, demonstrate something of the power of this
concept. Phrases like "the flower of Southern white womanhood," and even
"home, mother, and apple pie," are no mistake. They carry ideological weight.
In these situations the purity of woman becomes the private property of the
(male) defenders of the nation; it must be defended with religious fervor
against whatever enemy the ruling class is fighting this week (Austro-German,
Negro, Commie, whoever).

The corollary to this kind of image, of course, is that women are socialized
precisely to want and need that kind of protection. They are most definitely
not taught how to defend themselves.

7)Women serve as "lightening rods" for men's frustration at other factors in their
environment. This can be especially serviceable for the ruling class. Often it is
the man of the family who experiences most directly the real power relationships in
the society. (He sells his labor to a capitalist who then exploits him; he has a
direct relation to industrail production; etc.) When wives play their traditional
role as takers of shit, they often absorb their husbands' legitimate anger and frus-
tration at their own powerlessness and oporession. With every worker provided with
a sponge to soak up his possibly revolutionary ire, the bosses rest more secure.
Chauvinist attitudes help to maintain this asocial system of tension-release.

8)Aside from this generalized diversion of anger and hostility onto the woman,
sometimes women become the recipients of specific male grievances whose basis is
actually more in the society and the economy than in the male-female realtionship.
A WCOP song says:

"Judy, your biscuits are good,

I'd have me some more if I cou'd...

You treat me just like a king.

BUT
"Sometimes I wish I was
Thumbing my way back to Denver. .. "

The quy sees his wife. as what's tying him down, not the fact that he has to show
up for work on Monday morning. His wife may be in fact trying to tie him down too
(the worse for her), but the point is that women, along with a whole series of sex-
defined roles and responsibilities, are often made to appear as if they are placing
crummy restraints on guys, when in actuality, it is the economic arrangement that
is definitive. Tradltiona} definitions of sex-roles (female dependency,.child-care
patterns, male responsibility, etc.) help to tie both men and women more tightly
into the system than they have to be now, while at the same time they distract the
victims from seéing who it really is that has a stake in their "stability" and
"responsibility" and staying away from Denver.

I want to say just a couple of more t .ings now. First, we should all keep thinking-=-
this ain't all of it. Even the things that are down here already have confusions
which point out some areas we should discuss, I think. One is the whole problem of
social class; how is the experience of womanhood different for women in different
classes? Who are our allies? (All women are oppressed but not all women are poten-
tially revolutionary). How do women's demands relate to class demands? Another
area is the whole question of the nuclear family, only mentioned obliquely here.
What is women's potential realtionship to mate(s)-friends-children? What role does
the nuclear family play in supporting capitalism? Of course, there are lots of

other things too.

Anyway, these questions point up a second thing, which is that there is a whole }Ot
this paper doesn't even try to do. It doesn't talk about a strategy for a women s
movement. It doesn't talk very much about the complexities of the chauvinist psycho-
logical apparatus we all carry around in us, or about what it takes for a person
(female or male) to start growing out of that. We need to know all of these things.
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In a recent issue of the East Village Other, there w .
"Emanation§" column about "some women in New York caiiiﬁquEZ;;Z?vggrwziihes and
how the writer could get to be one. The EVO columnist replied with a lot of Stuff
about |ghe Mistory of Satanlsm, astrologyRetc i but 'we, think we have a e concrete
answer for the questioner who, we suspect, was L Tk R gor

(Women's International Terrorist Conspiracy from Hell).g ou -1.T.C.H.

W.I.T.C.H.'s "visible" actions have included z i : .

have a witch-hunt) with guerilla theater and :ggi?g gg?io&iiilngze(for da;iﬁgttgp
Against the Wall Street (cgstlng hexes on the Stock Exchange dgcl nses 330u il
a Fiend at Chase Manhattan".) and hits against all-male bars' : lgrlgq 1 B
beauty parlors, etc. W.I.T.C.H.'s "invisible" actions a st egngl ;
Yet rumor has it that W.I.T.C.H. is responsible re just that--invisible.

: : for a wide r £
ranging from -the snuffing of Lurleen Wallace t 3 ange o ogcurrance,
has so many people Flying. © the nation-wide conspiracy that

WITCH is an all-woman Everything. It's theater
garlic flowers,lSPellz. It's an awareness that'w
original guerillas and resistance fighte i :

of 3omen—-down through the ages. Wizchegshzgglgixaggpizzslon——particularly the ?ppre
groovy, courageous, aggressive, intelligent, nonconformi N women who.dared tq be:
1ndependent, sexually liberated, reVOlUtiOnary. (Thigmlst,_exploratlye, curious,
milllqn of phem have been burqeq.) Witches were A Fi190551b1!.y explains why nine

the first birth-control practitioners ang abortionist rst Frlgndly Heads.and Dealers,
(turn d;oss into.gqld and you devalue the whole idea S, the first alchemists

man, being the living remnants of the oldest culture Offmoney!) Tbey bgwed to no
women were equgl sharers in a truly cooperative Societo all--one in which men'and
sexual, economic, and spiritural repression of The Imoy' before the death-dealing

took over and began to destroy nature and human Societ;e,rialist Phallic Society

revolution, magic, terror,joy.

itches ang si the
gypsies were L

WITCH lives and laughs in every women. She ig the fr
the shy smiles, the acquiescence to absurd male dOminee,Part of each of us, beneath
suffocating clothing our sick society demands, ThereaFlon' tbe make-up of flesh-
you are a woman and dare to look within yourself youls no "JQininqu WITCH. If
own rules. You are free and beautiful. yoy can Be in are a witch. Vvou make your
you choose to make your witch-self known., yoy can fo nioible or evident in how i tches
(thirteen is a cozy number for a group) and do your 052 yoir own Coven of sister witc

. actions.
wWwhatever is repressive, solely male‘Ofiented, G :
those are your targets. Your weapons are theater Zrtpurltanlcal’ authoritarian—-
herbs, music, costumes, cameras, masks, chants, Séici lre, explosions, magic, )
tambogrlnes, bricks, brooms, guns, voodoo dolls, cat ers, stencils and paint, fl%ms,
clippings, hand grepadeg, polson rings, fuses, ta S, candles, bells, chalk, nail
boundless beautiful imaglnation. Your power comepe recorders, incense--your own
woman, and it is acFlvated by working in concert witirom your own self as a
power of the COVEN is more than the sum of itg indivi YOUr sisters. The
together. vidual members, because it is

vou are pledged to free our brother frop oppressi
; s on
well as oursglVﬁsé You ari a witch by saying aloudaﬁg Stereotyped sexual roles as
are a witc v being female, untame , angry 'o’ ¥ am a Witch" three times.
. - ’ .
Women's International Terrorist Cong YOus, and immortal.

New York Covens: P.O., Box 694 Plracy from Hel]

Peter Stuyvesant Station, yyc 10009
- e —— M

Male chauvinism continued. ...

mm . If,as it appears . .

One last co ept _ v » Capitalist goci !

to help malntalntglzl51onl:nd deception to hate ourIE;;eS need us to be inferior:

it is also true that people are showing us that Libar bodies and our own minds,

are fighting to free and build themselves collective:L;tlnq Societies, societies that
14

i hat ;
the opposite. It seems tnat a country like that can't sgisq us to be precisely
: 1ve unl i en
Somet ess 1ts womell
Bing about where our loyaltl€S

pecome liperated. I think that shoulg tell us
lie-

"The MARY ANN BAKING GOMIPANY L

In the factory in Chicago B}/ JEAN 'TEPPBR’PLA'N
she had a knife to cut bread.

She laughed-"I will kill you.

You have mornings.

I will kill you for your mornings."

She came from Greece

we worked the night shift in the bakery
her lover is married; she is thirty.
Friday. :

She is working tonight

in the factory in Chicago

in a white dress with an apron

running a machine,

calling the foreman

the foreman is putting his arm around her.
The other girls say

she acts like she. owns the place

she knows everything

ask her.

Powder brush

hide the dark circles

where is the sky at night?

She just had her hair done

pay day is Tuesday

two dollars and forty cents an hour
I like living alone.

Diane..

She said

"You .have mornings"

Jo said

"T think she's really thirty-two"
Kathy said

"She's a cold-hearted person"

She said ' gl
"1 would like to go to California.

one /olace for women

After having talked for several months about how great it would be for us as women
to have a place of our own, we have found one such place. And we think this place

really would be great!

It is a three-story house between Harvard and Central Squares in Cambridge that

we would rent from good people who have bought several houses in the area and

are eager to build up a community there. The house needs work, but the owners are
willing to have us work with them so we can reshape the house to our needs. We
conceive of the house mostly for children in playgroups during the day and for women
in the evenings. For women to come together and meet and work and read and rest and
eat and just be together--one place for buildinag and solidifying the growing sense of

community among us as women.

This is one place for women that is happening. There will be others--if only because
this particular house has limited space. (In our conversations just with women we
know the house would have to be larqgr than it is to include all the things people
want. Thus we might want to think right away of getting more space in the same
neighborhood (there may be othe; houses or apartments to rent or buy) or of going
to other areas of Boston depending upon whether we want one or several different

areas for women to get together.).
We are thinking of a monthly fund to which women would pledqge five or ten dollars

to support the house (rent, utilities, pbone)- We hope there will be some leeway
in a pledge fund for buying various equipment and supplies. (For instance, stuff




for children, books, records, bulletin boards, furniture and decorations, type- 3
writers, record players, mimeograph machine,etc.) in addition to donations we can

solicit. And initially we might trv to get other monevy (fund raise a lump sum)

to get the house going. Maybe another way we could keep funds coming in to support

our activities is to charge nominal fees for use of spa&e for meetings, for diﬁﬁers, etc.

We want ideas from other women who are turned on by this

; ; and wh i ~d
in making this place a reality soon. Please call: o want to be involve

NANCY HAWLEY (491-8184)
NANCY MANN (547-7254)

Welfare Qﬂjaﬂé{j?’gﬁ;ﬂté Hoals e Ptettods |

separate and equally important criticism of National
organizing comes from mothers unhappy with the present
effects of some of the campaigns.

Welfare Rights Organization L
organizational structure and the s10€

One mother said recently: "I don't understand why there are all guys running it wiley
and Pastreich. It'; guzs who messed us up in the first place Wg 3 en't mgtheéé running
their own organization? Other mothers, arresteq recen%ly aé theyqirtn 5 e S
tion for clothing grants, felt they had heen manipulated into a conf : i tc'mse They weren
sure it was worth going to jal} for more clothina. Ang many moth nfronta 10?. E aéout
NWRO'S relationship (i.e., lack of relationshin) with blAok m-_:l_ters Zre con use 2
wWwhite East Boston mothers who had fouqht with the Roxbury Mo£;el a%t vommunlty ?ri;gré
(MAWs) were shocked to hegr Pastreich tell Dorchester mothérs “Eztigﬁ Ad%gga?e ge e to
worry about any crazy things Roxbury mothers w ght do beCéusehthe ey aidn't tﬁvir e
autonomous group. y would bhave e

At

complaints reflect the fact that NWRO's kj s
Zgiiimic ﬁart of a motherfs life--but never givégdhgi iggizlzinq mav belo Chanqe.gzﬁ igill
other oroblems and confg51ons. (These problems are often 5is ~analysis to deal Nll b ang-ups
to be solved by her social woyker or her therapist.) This frmlssed as her persona special
devastating to NWRO mothe;s since theleRO strategy, baseq Onaqment_:ed approach 1s e B e
welfare mothers into public targets without giving th public confrontation,

em any kind litical
supvort. of personal or po

; e women feel incredible personal pressure i .
Ziiiiiy now. Being on welfare means that yoy ange;ause of how welfare is perceived 1n
on welfare means that you're seen as a lazy, i mmBral. o T

work that vou put in as a mothe; and housewife are pictﬁ =
fucks performed to get a little more on your we red
haven't finished high schqol, or legrned to like t
pureaucratic experts running your life think you'r
obvious when they start classifying you as an exce
back and forcing them to respect you!) Finally,
your children will also probaoly drow uo to be on

this |
Beind
that the many hours of hard ‘

as a romanticized series of
wel
fare check. and since you probably he

Z ;iad.much, vou discover that most of
s upld. (ThlS becomes especially
K. Person if you start talkindg

bein
wel%agg,welfare means that you know

good

that

welfare women partly accept society's 4
self-concept until they begin to question
It is this part of being on welfare--the
£ is most used (probably unintentionally)

Many
this
respect.

women—-— tha

= = i zi implicitly states that all i
NWRO urqan%Zl?q ! &% i ST that. is wWron s ;
gisappear if wgmgn hag i i}lggiizthqhe;, steadier guargniézg being on welfare would i
matter too much now tha l% bb Licome 1s won for mothersg (: income--and that it 4do®€ coplé
s ik EOE mothers through 1lobbying for ney legislation ) (does, whether middle class PS*
welfare mothers know this is not the extent of thej
f s HOE WOELE 1t‘t§ Ry E? be arrested for 5 :iiqgroblems. They may be quite
especially sihce they mig E g: ?'li‘to hustle the money so tly hiqher clothing grant——
doesn't mean they would ne Py N;. Ing to put their liyes noV0ere else anyhow. That B
be workindg ;oncretgly towards ending their POverty and tn °n the line for a fight that
ending their female dependence and unnaigd lonely ©lr powerlessness wermanentl¥: . .y,
] & s ne ,

towards : : ; ;
1 1 th otential F
towards fulfilling their p al as full human belnqs,

But

; right
that 1

®le as childbearer and chi

“
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The following two leaflets were written and distributed in Kenmore Sg. at the movie
Faces and in Harvard Sq.

WHAT WAS FACES ABOUT?

All these peonle are unhapov in their middle class comfort. Is there any difference in
the positions of the men and women in the movie? Where are they headed at the end? 1Is it
any accident that the man is happy and cheerful throughout the movie and that the wife is
miserable, nervous, neurotic, and frigid? We think not; it is tynical of the American
counle--even among the younger generation.

Look what havpens to the hero. The movie beqins ' .th him having a qood time vpartying with
his cronie and the prostitute. He doesn't seem like a bad guy. He is righteously angered
when his cronie puts Genie down for being "just a prostitute". He is modern enough to know
that a high-class prostitute can be a "nice girl", too. From there on he is hapny-go-lucky
through to the end when he comes home whistling, expecting his wife to be waitina meekly
and apologetically. He can hardly believe his eyes.

What is this woman's problem anyway? Why is it so terrifying a prospect for her to be left
by a man with whom she obviously has no communication? Why is the thought of divorvce so
terrifying for her and so easy for him? Is it because she loves him and he doesn't love
her? Obviously, in this case, it is not a financial consideration. Clearly it is not a

matter of love (as with most American ccuples), and vet, she does need him--and he needs
for her to need him.

Look at the difference between their binges. The man is in control of his binge.
"work out" so that the prostitute falls in love with him. He gives her the impression that
she is special to him: he tells her he trusts he.. After a nighu of tender lcve-making,
he reasserts his freedom. First he criticizes he» cooking, (meaninsg she's not marriage
material). Then Genie tries to find out why, if he enjoyed the evening so much, he is now
suddenly aloof. She asks, "Why do you hate me now?". And he replies, "Do me a favor,
Genie; just be yourself." She says, "I am being myself, who else would I be?" Obviously
such an assertion of self is irrelevant to the man. He's putting her back in her role;

the good-natured prostitute. She had hoped they had a deeper relationship.

Things

Despite all these snags, he goes away unburdened and bac k to his nest whistling.

The wife has a binge, too. But she hgs no control over it. She goes to a club and waits
for something to happen to her. She is the passive receiver. Her binge ends in anguish.
Why? Was she frigid? (Remember when she pitifully tells him, "I'm not a screwing
machine."?) Did she feel quilty being unfailthful? No, she felt disqusted with having
to prove her realitv by going to bed with some man. She would rather die than to live
such an empty life.

So where did they go from here? Does this mean a man should be a better mate? Should the
couple join an "encounter group"? Should they take LSD together ?None of this would change
the woman's lack of power in a couple relationship. A couple situation exists when a man
takes on an appendage--2a wife. The relationship is not recinrocal.

Perhaps the lesson Cassevetes intended for women is that though both the prostitute and

the wife are bad off, the prostitute is at least a wage earner serving many men with
responsibility toward none, and the wife is a slave to one man.

"hy should we be either?

FEMALE LIBERATION

MORE SLAIN GIRLS

. . : . : ot
Antone ta's is not an excentional case. True, disembodied limbs and heads are n )
diScoveSgg daily, but they exist in nearly everv man's fantsy. How could it be otherwise
given the objecEification of women? Constantly we see parts of her--head,breasts, 1€gs:
She is the goddess-—toy . play bunny to be manipulated--a cut-out doll.

slashed

Women are attacked, raped, cut up, chewed upon,
= a in the

strangled, impale

In fact it is not just fantasy.
in the "pelvic region”,
vagina with brooms.

have their hearts removed (and eaten?),
And the newspaners make more money.




10

"We hear a lot from men about how they have t

HE T 0 O protect women. Fro ? ?
And if ﬂomenhso much as_sugqest.that they are Joing to beqgin défegdggoméhGOthir womiﬁé
men accuse them of.wgntlgq to kill them, cut them up. It must b g mselves, :
conscience, regoqn}21nq in themselves the pervert tﬁpy imaﬁ' shhat they"havg a4 qulEy
and who often is, in fact. ¥ dine to be after "their women",

We read in the papers that there are 2000-3000 missi
and that there are probably more dismembered bogizzlggrfzgaies 12 Nl o
‘€0 around Truro.

AJLIL elob s sognds like the lynching of Blacks, thouah it is uni

a natural misfortune. The only le§son to be drawn L St uzersall¥ Feqarded as merelyld
not venture out unpro?ecFeq——that 1S unescorted by a mén wh'raqet_iy is that women shgu o
of the lynch mob or individual murderers of Blacks--tha lc?'.ln B C S
was free game. at any "nigger" without a master

The argument usually given in explanation fo : :
-Or sex 3 .

probably sexually repressed, had no access to a "ng§;§i§ ;Slthét the assailant was 4

BRI 0 LR Ory, for | Love dnythis, Bick socilty that iersfanetin o, "ioh (hTs ovnineiae

women g L a4 man. Almost any man has access tg " 2L hard to get "norma

get it for money. O "free" "love" and all men can

The sex criminals don't want a "normal" relatj i :

: ; ; ions :
the dismemberment, in reality, not just in fantasilp With a woman. They want the brutality:
The guilt is not on women for denying normal out
permitting the objectification of women ang the ii;iito St
brutality toward women. It is "manly" to "treat 'e vation in
play up to men's sadistic fantasies. iroughty.

The guilt is on society for
man of an attitude of
Pornoqraphic movies and novels

This whole mystique must be destroved. we must le
. arn i

dangerous to attagk a woman ?S to attack another man. tgeffght back. It must become as

be slashed! We Wlll not be trgated rough" by any man '"b”lll"not be raped! We will not

be leered at, smirked at, or whistled at by men eajoviﬂ Fute Or pervert. We will not

rape and dismemberment. YiNg their private fantasies of

WATCH OUT. MAYBE YOU'LL FINALLY MEET A REAL CASTRATING el
T 5 R MALE .

Female Liberation

(These leaflets were written by Roxanne Dunbar
’

Dan
and Sandy Barnert) & Densmore, Jayne West, Abbyv Rockefellerr

NO MORE FUN AND GAMES: A JOURNAL OF FEMALE LIBERATION

ticles on: :
‘Ar ngex Roles and Their Consequences"

nThe Oppression of the Male Today"

non the Temptation To Be a Beautiful Object"
ncontemporary Capitalism: Drag Queen Intellect"

nwho Is the Enemy?"

nan Argument for Black Women's Liberation"

"cex and the Single Girl"

wMan as an Obsolete Life Form"

umaterni;yg A Dol

npemale Liberation as e Basis for Socj .
"gi sisterhood" cial Revolution"

plus other articles, stories
. =Sy Collaqeq

S, thoughts,
16 LEXINGTON ST

CAMBRIDGE, MAS
i B2 $1  cash Or money order




