Consent and Safe Sex
Essential Questions:
Who are the intended audience(s) for these materials?
Why were these materials created? And who created them?
Which materials are educational? What roles do these educational resources play
in relation to Consent and Safe Sex?
Which materials were created as part of social movement organizing? What roles to
these materials play?
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NYCDOE, Birth Control Information Project Petition
(1971)
1971 petition to the New York City Department of Education requesting that NYC
High Schools institute a Birth Control Information Project to educate students about
contraception

1. What responsibilities do NYC schools have in educating students about
birth control and safe sex?

2. How might education initiatives surrounding safe sex and birth control in
public schools have changed since 1971?

Act Up Fcksmrtr
Flyer from the late 1980s with information about ACT UP, the New York City based
HIV / AIDs education and advocacy group.

ACT UP or the Aids Coalition to Unleash Power, is an international network of
advocates, activists,
health workers, lawyers, and educators that formed to address social, medical, legal
responses to the AIDs pandemic. ACT UP was formed in 1987 at a Lesbian and Gay
Community Services Center in New York City. While ACT Up is still an active
advocacy group, the collective has evolved and numbers have dwindled since its
inception in the 1980s. In many cities, organizations related to AIDS prevention and
education have been formed including Housing Works and Health GAP, are
outgrowths of ACT UP.

3. What is HIV Stigma? How are sexually transmitted disease stigmas a
barrier to treatment or community dialogue?

4. The language of this flyer is direct and provocative (some might even
consider it offensive). What is the effect of this approach?

Pamphlet, "Usted no esta solo"
Spanish language pamphlet with definitions and information about HIV and STI
health services.

5. Why is the message “you are not alone” important to convey to those who
are HIV positive in the NYC latinx community?

6. How does the approach here differ from the Act Up Flyer? What does this
suggest about the range of different people affected by the HIV crisis in
the 1980s?

Safe Sex Pamphlet, 1971
Illustrated pamphlet from 1971 providing information about contraception.
7. This pamphlet heavily relies on images. Are images an effective method
for communication about safe sex and contraception? Why / why not?

8. This resource offers “alternatives to abstinence.” Given that this pamphlet
was published in 1971, how is this “alternative” approach subversive or
culturally significant?

Learning Good Consent (DIY Pamphlet)
Handmade zine with information about sexual consent including a list of 68
questions to spark conversations about consent, ethics, and sexual violence.

9. This pamphlet takes an explicitly DIY (do it yourself) approach to teaching
people about sexual consent. How does a DIY project like this differ from
political messaging about consent and topdown efforts to enforce
consent through mandates like Title IX?

10. Do you think DIY advocacy or educational initiatives like this are effective
at opening up conversations about consent?

Safe Sex Buttons
Buttons promoting safe sex with slogans “No Condoms? Get Out of My House” and
“Just Wear it.”

11. How do wearable social movement ephemera like buttons function
differently from print ephemera like pamphlets or photographs?

12. How do direct, clear messages like these challenge cultural conceptions
of topics that are often treated as taboo?
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