Reproductive Rights and Women's Health
Essential Questions:
1. Who is the intended audience of the material? How do you know?
2. Who made the material and why?
3. Why is women’s health a political issue? What are the primary concerns
addressed in these materials?
4. How do race and class intersect with women’s health issues? What differences
and commonalities do you see among the groups represented in these materials?

Akwasasne Notes 1977: The Theft of Life
Article from September 1977 issue of Akwasasne Notes titled “The Theft of Life.”

Native American women were coerced into being sterilized, often without knowing
that the effects would be permanent. Some of the evidence comes from a study by
the U.S. General Accounting Office, some is anecdotal evidence from Dr. Uri, who
conducted her own investigation. Also includes a report from another news source
describing U.S. AID’s funding of sterilization worldwide, and its director’s stated goal
to sterilize 25% of women of childbearing age in order to curb overpopulation.

1. What is the gist of the article? How does this fit into or challenge your
understanding of the context (the bigger picture of what you know about
Native Americans and their relationship to the U.S.)? Was anything
particularly surprising?

2. What sources does the author use to build their case? What are the
potential biases of each of these sources?

3. What conclusions can you draw about why Native American women
agreed to be sterilized?

4. What is the connection between sterilization and the removal of Native
American children from their parents’ care?

5. What are some of the problems inherent in the U.S. government’s push for
sterilization of marginalized groups in the U.S. and abroad? What does the
government stand to gain from this practice?

The Black Panther 1970: New York City Passed New
Abortion Law
Article from July 4, 1970 issue of The Black Panther newspaper titled, “New York
City Passed New Abortion Law Effective July 1, 1970.”

The Black Panther newspaper was published from 1967  1980 by the Black Panther
Party. It was nationally and internationally circulated, and was the most widely read
Black newspaper from 1968 to 1971. Two thirds of BPP party members were
women. This piece was written by Brenda Hyson, a woman and member of the
Brooklyn branch of the party.

6. What is the gist of the article? What surprised you?

7. Why would black women feel pressured to have abortions? What would
those in power stand to gain from these abortions?

8. What assumptions does the argument rely on? What additional
information would you need to back up these assumptions?

9. Based on your background knowledge of the issue, choose another group
that would have been interested in this issue. How might they have
responded to The Black Panther’s argument?

CARASA (Coalition for Abortion Rights and Against
Sterilization Abuse) Flyer

Flyer for a Committee for Abortion Rights and Against Sterilization Abuse (CARASA)
event planning meeting

10. What catalyzed the call for action in this flyer?

11. What tactics does the author use to persuade the reader to join this
movement (i.e. statistics, appeals to the reader’s sense of justice)?

12. What commonalities do you see in the types of groups participating in the
Coalition? Did any of the groups listed surprise you?

CARASA “Never Again” Button
Button with words “NEVER AGAIN” inscribed inside coat hanger, by Committee for
Abortion Rights and Against Sterilization Abuse (CARASA)

CARASA was organized in 1977 in response to the 1976 Hyde Amendment, which
eliminated Medicaid funding for abortion (still in effect today).

13. What is the significance of the symbolism used on this button, as it relates
to the text?

14. Why do you think prochoice groups continue to use the coat hanger as a
symbol to this day?

New Legal Facts from Association for the Study of
abortion
Pamphlet titled “The Supreme Court Decision on Abortion: New Legal Facts” by the
Association for the Study of Abortion

15. Who is the intended audience of this flyer?

16. Based on the questions the flyer poses and answers, what are some of the
implied concerns of the reader surrounding the new abortion law?

Our Lives on the Line
Flyer titled “Our Lives On the Line” by activist group Refuse & Resist. Refuse &
Resist was an activist group founded in New York City in 1987 in response to what

members saw as a repressive conservative movement headed by Ronald Reagan.

17. Who is the intended audience of this flyer and how do you know?

18. What visual devices are being used to make the argument? What
rhetorical devices are being used?

Reproductive Rights Are Human Rights by Meredith
Stern
“Reproductive Rights are Human Rights” print by
Meredith Stern

19. Who is the “we” in the text, and how do you know?

20. Why did the artist choose to include a baby in her image about
reproductive rights?

21. Meredith Stern is a white artist here depicting a nonwhite woman and
child. Is this significant to the meaning of the image?
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